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Term 1: Analysis of the External Environment
A survey and analysis of the external environment.  Topics covered include the analysis of financial statements, financial reporting, an overview of financial markets, the macroeconomic environment, the legal environment, and the analysis of customers, competitors and distribution channels.

Mission Statement

The Stetson School of Business and Economics (SSBE) promotes the advancement and integration of quality business education and practice.  In support of Mercer University’s mission, the School provides undergraduate and graduate programs that are designed to enable, enhance, and expand professional careers, civic responsibility and lifelong learning.
Course Descriptions 

EBA 631a. Financial Accounting and Reporting (3 hours)

Financial accounting and reporting ensures student understanding of the current accounting regulatory environment and its impact on financial accounting and reporting. Annual external financial reports prepared by business enterprises are analyzed.

EBA 631b. Legal Issues Affecting Businesses (3 hours)

An introduction to the American legal system includes topics such as the court system, litigation, contract law, tort law, business organizations and intellectual property.

EBA 631c. Economic Conditions and Financial Markets (1.5 hours)

Essential economic concepts including GDP, wages and employment, and inflation are introduced. Financial markets, interest rates and risk are examined.

EBA 631d. Marketing Analysis (1.5 hours)

Discussed are the marketing environment factors such as the competition, the consumer, research issues, segmentation concepts, and positioning strategies.  This course emphasizes identification and assessment of the variety of marketing factors that will be critical to the development of efficient and effective marketing strategies.

The Instructor Team

Jody Blanke, Legal Issues Affecting Business 

Blanke_j@Mercer.edu, office: 678-547-6313

Allen Rubenfield, Financial Accounting and Reporting

Rubenfield_A@mercer.edu, office 678-547-6065

Roger Tutterow, Economic Conditions and Financial Markets

Tutterow_rc@mercer.edu, office 678-547-6164

Etienne Musonera, Marketing Environment

Musonera_e@mercer.edu, office: 678-547-6117
Disability Statement

Students with a documented disability should inform the instructor at the close of the first class meeting.  The instructor will refer you to Richard Stilley, Assistant Dean of Campus Life, (678) 547-6823, for consultation regarding evaluation, documentation of your disability, and recommendations for accommodation, if needed.  To take full advantage of disability services, it is recommended that students make contact, immediately.  The office is located in Room 223 of the Sheffield Student Center.
Inclement Weather

If severe weather occurs, classes will be canceled in accordance with the Associate Provost’s decision of Mercer-Atlanta.  Call the Mercer weather line for information about class cancellations—(678) 547-6111 (Atlanta) or listen to WSB 750 AM.
Mercer University Honor Code and Council

Mercer University expects each and every student to maintain the highest principles of academic honesty and integrity.  Violations of academic honesty represent a breach of the University's expectations and will be regarded as a serious matter.   See the Mercer 2008 - 2009 catalog - page 50, for a detailed description.

Textbooks

1. Law:
Managers and the Legal Environment, 5th Ed., by Constance E. Bagley and Diane W. Savage, Thomson West (2006), ISBN 0-324-26951-X.


2. Accounting:
Finanancial Reporting and Analysis, 11th Ed., by Charles H. Gibson, South-Western, Cengage Learning (2009), ISBN-10: 0-324-65742-0

Recommended: Accounting: The Language of Business, 11th Ed., Weil, R. L., P. C. O’Brien, M. W. Maher, C. P. Stickney and K. Fitzgerald, Thomas Horton and Daughters (2008), ISBN 0-913878-66-9
3. Economics:
No required. Readings will be posted on Blackboard. EMBA Associates are highly encouraged to read Wall Street Journal, Business Week and The Economist.  Selected articles will be assigned depending on current economic climate. 


4. Marketing: 
None: Readings will be handed out. 
Reading Assignments

For detailed reading assignments, please see the individual instructor’s [Blackboard space].

Exams

1. Law:

There will be two exams, on October 10 and on December 12.


2. Accounting:
There will be one exam given towards the end of the semester.

3. Economics:
There will be no examination.


4. Marketing: 
There will be two, individual, take home, essay exam for the Marketing section. Details will be provided in class. 

Assignments / Projects

1. Law:
There will be one 10-page legal research paper due on November 22.  We will discuss the paper in more detail in class.


2. Accounting:
This will be made up of 3 case studies/papers.  They will be due the Saturday of the fourth, sixth and eighth week of class.
3. Economics:
There will be 4 to 6 short essay assignments performed by individuals. Assignments will be submitted in “memo to management” format. Guidelines with be forthcoming in class. 


4. Marketing: 
There will be a project. You will perform the research necessary to create marketing plan and analysis report for a business or organization of your choice (real or fictional). The final report will be between 7 and 15 pages in length, with a cover page, table of contents, executive summary, and conclusions/recommendations section.  The report shall be well written, and professionally developed as if you were going to present the document to your boss. More detailed information will be provided during class. You must have your topic approved by the professor. The project will be due on December 12. Case problems may be assigned from time to time for class discussion.
Grading:

For detailed grading information, please see the individual instructor’s [Blackboard space].

Course Calendar:

Weekend 1

Friday, August 29
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Law
Topics:

Sources of Law

Jurisdiction
Court Systems
Litigation
Alternative Dispute Resolution

Legal Research
Saturday, August 30
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 
Overview, Financial Reporting and the Regulatory Environment

1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Marketing
Topics: 


The Marketing Environment





Customer Satisfaction

Weekend 2

Friday, September 12
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Law

Topics:

Constitutional Law
Administrative Law
Saturday, September 13
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 





Tax implications of choosing a business form
1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Marketing
Topics:





Analyzing Consumer Markets and Buyer Behavior

Weekend 3 

Friday, September 26
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Law

Topics:

Contracts
The UCC

Employment Law
Non-compete Agreements

Saturday, September 27
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 
The Balance Sheet
Income Statement

1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Law
Topics:


Torts

Workers Compensation
Product Liability

Agency
Weekend 4

Friday, October 10
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Law








Exam #1

3:30 pm – 6:00 pm
Accounting
Topics: 

Income Statement
Cash Flows 

Saturday, October 11
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 


Cash Flows

1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Marketing
Topics:





Identifying Market Segments and Targets





Understanding Markets and Market Demand




Tests:

EXAM 1
Weekend 5

Friday, October 24
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Law
Topics:


Intellectual Property
Saturday, October 25
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 

Basic Analysis
Ratios

1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Economics




Topics:

Overview of economic climate: output, prices and employment; recent economic history.
Weekend 6

Friday, November 7
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Economics
Topics:


Interest rates determination, term & risk structure, 


Valuation of debt securities 
Saturday, November 8
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 

Profitability
1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Marketing
Topics:





Analyzing Business Markets





Competition





Positioning




Tests:





EXAM 2 
Weekend 7 

Friday, November 21

1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Law

Topics:

Business Organizations
Directors and Officers
Sarbanes-Oxley Act
Insider Trading





Assignment: 







Research papers due
Saturday, November 22

8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 

Short-term and Long-term Debt Analysis


1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Economics
Topics:


The Federal Reserve and monetary policy;

Linkage of financial institutions to economic activity; Introduction to foreign exchange market 
Weekend 8

Friday, December 12

1:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Law








Exam #2

4:30 pm – 6:00 pm
Marketing
Topics:







Marketing Mix Analysis






Assignment:







PROJECT DUE 
Saturday, December 13

8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Accounting
Topics: 


Analyzing Financial Statements

Investors

1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Economics
Topics: 

Valuation of equity securities; Overview of derivative securities and risk management
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